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SUBJ: 1973 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION : NATIONALISTS PROPOSE ADDITIONAL 
AMENDMENTS TO BANTU LABOUR ( SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES) ACT OF 1953 
WHICH WOULD GRANT RIGHT TO STRIKE TO CERTAIN AFRICAN WORKERS UNDER 
CERTAIN CAREFULLY SPECIFIED CONDITIONS. 

REF: CAPE TOWN A-38, APRIL 13, 1973 

1 . PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD CHANGE TITLE OF BANTU LABOUR ( 
SETTLE- 
MENT OF DISPUTES) ACT TO BANTU LABOUR RELATIONS REGULATION ACT & 
WOULD PERMIT AFRICAN WORKERS TO STRIKE UNDER FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

A. PROVIDING THEY WERE NOT SUBJECT TO WAGE- REGULATING MEASURES OR 
ORDERS LESS THAN ONE YEAR OLD; 
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B. PROVIDING WAGE BOARD WAS NOT ALREADY IN PROCESS OE CONSIDERING 
THEIR GRIEVANCES ; 

C. PROVIDING THEY WERE NOT INVOLVED IN CARRYING OUT CERTAIN ESSEN- 
TIAL SERVICES INCLUDING UNDERTAKINGS DESIGNATED AS ESSENTIAL ON 
AD HOC BASIS BY MINISTER OF LABOUR, AND; 

D. PROVIDING THEY EIRST UNDERTOOK TO SETTLE DISPUTES BY EMPLOYING 
CONCILATION PROCEDURES INVOLVING WORKS COMMITTEES, LIAISON 
COMMITTEES, OR COORDINATING WORKS COMMITTEES AT WORK SITES AND 
THEREAETER IE NECESSARY RELEVANT BANTU LABOUR OEEICERS. 
AMENDMENTS WOULD PERMIT AFRICANS TO STRIKE WHENEVER DISPUTES NOT 
SETTLED WITHIN 30 DAYS OF REFERRAL BY REPORT TO RELEVANT BANTU 
LABOUR OFFICER. 

2. COMMENT: PROPOSED NEW AMENDMENTS UNDOUBTEDLY CONSTITUTE 
MORAL 

AND PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY FOR AFRICAN WORKERS. GRANTING RIGHT TO 
STRIKE UNDER DIFFICULT- TO- SATISFY CONDITIONS WITHOUT GRANTING 
COMPLEMENTARY RIGHT TO JOIN OR ORGANIZE REGISTERED TRADE UNIONS, 
HOWEVER, OBVIOUSLY DESIGNED NOT SO MUCH TO APPEASE AFRICANS AS 
TO ENHANCE VIABILITY OF ORIGINALLY PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
BANTU LABOUR ( SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES) ACT WHICH CALL INTER ALIA 
FOR STRENGTHENING COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN EMPLOYERS AND AFRICAN 
WORKERS 

VIA HITHERTO VIRTUALLY IGNORED CHANNEL OF WORKS COMMITTEES. WITH 
SOUTH AFRICAN COST OF LIVING CONTINUING TO SKYROCKET, HOWEVER, IT 
IS DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE AFRICAN WORKERS WITH LEGITIMATE 
GRIEVANCES, HAVING WITNESSED POWER THEY ARE IN POSITION TO 
WIELD VIA ILLEGAL STRIKES , BEING CONTENT TO ABANDON DIRECT 
ACTION IN FAVOR OF CONTRIVED AND INHIBITING CONCILIATION PROCEDURES. 
DECON 5/24/74. 
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